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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLERâ€œThe authors make this unassuming, most studious woman

come pulsing to life. . . . Notorious RBG may be a playful project, but it asks to be read seriously. . . .

That I responded so personally to it is a testimony to [its] storytelling and panache.â€•â€” Jennifer

Senior, New York TimesSupreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg never asked for fameâ€”she

has only tried to make the world a little better and a little freer.But nearly a half-century into her

career, something funny happened to the octogenarian: she won the internet. Across America,

people who werenâ€™t even born when Ginsburg first made her name as a feminist pioneer are

tattooing themselves with her face, setting her famously searing dissents to music, and making viral

videos in tribute.Notorious RBG, inspired by the Tumblr that amused the Justice herself and brought

to you by its founder and an award-winning feminist journalist, is more than just a love letter. It

draws on intimate access to Ginsburg's family members, close friends, colleagues, and clerks, as

well an interview with the Justice herself. An original hybrid of reported narrative, annotated

dissents, rare archival photos and documents, and illustrations, the book tells a never-before-told

story of an unusual and transformative woman who transcends generational divides. As the country

struggles with the unfinished business of gender equality and civil rights, Ginsburg stands as a

testament to how far we can come with a little chutzpah.
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I don't think someone from my generation would have the imagination to design a book this way, or

to include a photo feature about a Supreme Court Justice's "swag." But fundamentally this is a



wonderful book about the difference an individual can make. The book's breezy style has a deeper

and more serious significance, as well.I was touched by many things in this book, not only the

courage of Justice Ginsburg's opinions, or the loving handwritten note from her dying husband, but

even by the photos illustrating her close friendship with Justice Scalia, one of her ideological

opposites - it's rare to see such a mensh in these times. The format is terrifically creative for this sort

of subject: the NY Times reviewer aptly described it as being "as if a scrapbook and the Talmud

decided to have a baby." The latter comes in especially for the way the book's margins are used for

commenting on everything -- not just for the obvious connections to a Justice who is Jewish.

(Apropos of that, though, one thing did puzzle me: the recipe for pork in milk at the back. Breaking

two of the Jewish religion's food taboos at once -- isn't that a little gangsta? Was that the idea, or is

the whole thing a joke? And actually, one other thing: the publisher's subject classification on the

back cover is "Fiction." Aside from the recipe, I hope not.)I now live in Japan and teach comparative

constitutional law there. Pretty much no one, including most law professors, can name the justices

of the Japan Supreme Court, who are chosen for their anonymity, their conformity to a certain social

background, and their timidity of thought. And throughout its nearly 70-year existence, the JSC has

always upheld laws and regulations that limit civil rights.
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